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!Joys of the Season! 
“To me there is no picture so beautiful as … 

bright-eyed, happy children; no music so sweet 
as their clear and ringing laughter.”

P.T. Barnum

Celebrating the Joyous Sounds of School 

School life has the power to leave deep and lasting 
impressions on the mindsets that children develop toward 
lifelong learning. Simply stated, joy and learning should not 
be mutually exclusive. As educators, we have found that 
children are interested in two things: doing and doing now. 
Because of this, we strive for every day to be a “now day” for 
our students. This notion has never been more true than this 
year. Students of all ages find joy in the excitement, noise, 
and laughter of learning in school. Knowing this, educators 
hold the responsibility to educate and  - Continued on Page 4 
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From Our 
Family to Yours 
The Old Tappan faculty and 
staff and the Board of 
Education wish you and your 
family a relaxing December 
break and a peaceful and 
joyous start to the new year! 

Change in Your 
Emergency Contact 
Information? 

Our emergency notification 
system, SchoolMessenger, is 
only efficient if your 
information is accurate in the 
Genesis Parent Portal. If any 
of your contact information 
has changed, please log into 
the Genesis Parent Portal to 
make the necessary changes 
to your account. We want 
you to receive all 
notifications from the Old 
Tappan Public Schools. 

OLD TAPPAN 
The Newsletter of The Old Tappan PK-8 Public School District

CDW Band Playing Music Once Again

http://www.oldtappanschools.org
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Sounds of  
Children’s 
Voices  
Our elementary  school 
students sang their hearts out at our TBD Winter Concert. 
The performance featured the third-grade and fourth-grade 
levels. Each group sang songs about winter scenes, 
including cardinals and snow. Their voices filled the gym with 
joy. The students’ excitement to perform for their families 
resonated with seasonal energy.  

Book Talk Session 
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Powerful 
Conversation 
Public speaker, Timothy 
Shoemaker, was invited to 
join CDW to speak with 
students in Grades 5-8 and 
to middle school families this 
month. He highlighted the 
importance of emotional 
resiliency and the power of 
decision-making.  

Mr. Shoemaker emphasized 
the joy that could be 
discovered in the uphill 
portions of life and that 
becoming comfortable with 
discomfort is a choice to 
make, which leads to self-
awareness and personal 
success. He shared an 
important distinction that 
resiliency is not about the 
strength to go on, but rather 
about going on when you do 
not have the strength.   

Throughout his talks, he 
discussed deferred 
gratification, self-esteem, 
and strength. Mr. Shoemaker 
shared in-school and at-
home strategies.

Join us in reading the second book of the year - How to Raise 
an Adult: Break Free of the Overparenting Trap and Prepare 
Your Kid for Success. Whether you read some, none, or all of 
this book, please consider joining us at either of these Book 
Talk sessions in the Board Office.  

March 16th - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM   
The conversation is casual and those who attend are open 
and interested in learning from one another. In this book, 
Lythcott-Haims discusses the importance of allowing children 
to make their own mistakes and develop resourcefulness and 
inner-determination for success.

http://www.oldtappanschools.org


Community | Curiosity | Courage | Creativity | Commitment December, 2021

District Blueprint for 
Growth & Development  
Every three years, our District engages in a formal 
Blueprint planning process. This process is  
comprehensive in nature, soliciting input from 
various stakeholder groups, and allows us to reflect 
on the accomplishments achieved, as well as the 
areas that need continued focus for strengthening. 
The Blueprint serves as a strategic plan for the 
District, prioritizes our work, and charts a course for 
all involved in educating the children of Old Tappan.  

This Blueprint for Growth and Development 
includes enduring themes that will define our future 
success as a District. To continue to grow as an 
academic organization, we need to concentrate on 
five areas to support student success:   

(a.) educating 
t h e w h o l e 
child; (b.) enriching our academic programs; (c.) supporting 
our high-quality faculty and staff; (d.) enhancing our facility 
and operations; and (e.) developing our relationships and 
partnerships. 

Additionally, our Blueprint focuses on aligning our work with 
goals from the Department of Education’s Student Learning 
Standards. The outcomes for students will combine content 
knowledge with precision skills, individual responsibility, and 
career awareness.  

This Blueprint provides us with goals, objectives, and 
measurable targets. The Blueprint is revisited annually to see 
if we need to recalibrate our work to ensure progress. 
Progress has been publicized and reported at year-end 
Board of Education meetings and has been posted online.  

Our 2019-2022 Blueprint provides us with a strong 
educational and organizational outline for our work. 
However, continued growth and development depends on 
all of us working together for our students. The Board of 
Education, faculty, and staff look forward to sharing our 
progress and to building the 2022-2025 document. 
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Read Our 
2019-2022 
Blueprint 

Click HERE to read the 
District’s 2019-2022 

Blueprint. See the annual 
performance reporting, 
beginning on Page 16.  

http://www.oldtappanschools.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/101KaQZzFObH881rYkDMSV7JzNc8BpKX3/view?usp=sharing
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Want to Participate? 

If you are interested in 
participating in open, casual 
conversations about our 
District, as we plan our next 
three-year Blueprint, you are 
welcome to join the discussion 
in the Board Office on January 
19th at 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM! 

Celebrating the 
Sounds of School  
- Continued from Page 1 

to inspire the whole child — 
mind, heart, and soul. 
Through supportive and 
competitive activities, 
encouragement of self-
expression, and active student 
engagement, students of all 
ages shape their knowledge 
and develop building blocks 
for academic success. The 
sounds of learning can be the 
silent moment when a new 
idea is being explored or the 
outburst of inquiry and 
laughter. Regardless of its 
form, the sounds of learning 
are celebrated in our schools.  

’Tis the Season:  
Model the Gift of Conversation 
Each year, we share the sentiment of hope that these holiday 
times will be filled with family and friends’ visits and active 
conversations. It is important to recognize that these 
communicative experiences, although common and 
seemingly simplistic, are rich learning experiences for 
students of all ages. Young people’s communication skills 
are influenced by the examples that they see and hear 
around them.  

The art of listening is the foundation of effective 
communication. Although it is not a concrete school subject, 
like mathematics or science, it does permeate all academics 
as well as interpersonal relations. According to qualitative 
literature, listening is a very large part of school learning and 
is one of our primary means of interacting with other 
people. Educators who listen to their students with interest, 
attention, and patience set good examples.  

Just as in school, parents/guardians can model good 
listening behavior at home. Ways of modeling effective 
listening skills include picking out highlights of a 
conversation, asking relevant questions, relating personal 
experiences to that being discussed, and encouraging 
talking and listening to nonverbal messages.  

As we participate in lively conversations during these festive 
times, we must remain cognizant that adults hold the 
privileged power of modeling the types of communicative 
practices in which we hope our children will engage. 

NVOT Physics Students Engage in Conversations with Grade 8 Students

http://www.oldtappanschools.org
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